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SEEDS OF STRENGTH

A Women’s Giving Circle

meet your

2018-19 Board

Front row from left: Joanne Hoover, Karron Wilson, Cindy Locke, Lexi Elliott, Ginny Senchack. Back row from left: Gabriele Madison,
Therese Verdonk, Kim Broad, Pat Donica, Alexia Griffin, Linda Hansen, Gwen May, Jan Spence, Linda Foster-Smith. Not pictured: Andrea
Denton, Terri Boroczk, Barbara Garland, Danna Zreet, Gina Fought, Christine Hightower, Georgianne Hewett, Tina Knobel, Eugenia Koog,
Elizabeth McFarland, Barbara Ramsey

Our Mission:
Seeds of Strength is a philanthropic women’s circle whose members
come together to enrich lives in the Georgetown community.

meet your

2018-19 Board of Directors

Lexi Elliott
Chair

Ginny Senchack
Secretary

Andrea Denton
Treasurer

Cindy Locke
Immediate Past Chair

I joined Seeds of
Strength in 2014 after
seeing an ad in The
Williamson County Sun
newspaper. We had just
moved back to Texas,
our home state, from
Virginia and I thought it
looked like the perfect
opportunity to stretch
my charitable donation
budget since Georgetown has so many great
causes that I was interested in supporting. It
is exciting to think
about the impact this
organization has made
within our community
over the past 10 years
and to think about
what the future has in
store for a highly motivated and passionate
group of women like
us! I look forward to
increasing our visibility
so our neighbors can
learn about our mission
and support our
efforts, either by joining as a member or
through contributing to
our fund.

As a teacher and a long
time Georgetown
resident, I wanted to
get to know other
women with different
backgrounds and learn
more about my community. I joined Seeds
of Strength the very
first year and have
found it so rewarding
to serve on the Grants
Committee and learn
about all the nonprofits
and the needs and
services in the Georgetown area. I look
forward to our increasing impact in the community and the
increased diversity of
our members!

I was born in Georgetown and moved back
after my time at Texas
A&M and a few years
in Houston. I joined
Seeds of Strength a
year-and-a-half ago
because I wanted to
join a women's group
that was like-minded
in its giving and
desired to foster a
sense of community
and social fellowship. I
can’t wait to serve as
this year’s treasurer so
I am able to see an
overall picture of
Seeds of Strength and
use some of my previous learnings to give
back to the group.

I joined Seeds of
Strength the year it was
created, as the impact
of collective philanthropy was very appealing.
As Immediate
Past-Chair, I will serve
as the 2019 Nominations Chair, and I look
forward to visiting with
members who are
interested in being
more engaged in SoS’s
programs and governance. It is very exciting that a $200,000
grant funding goal has
been set for 2019. I
believe it’s only when
all of our neighbors are
healthy that Georgetown will thrive.

Committee Chairs
Joanne Hoover, Grants
Terri Boroczk, Compliance
Karron Wilson, Membership
Barbara Garland, Membership
Danna Zreet, Events
Gabriele Madison, Communications
Gwen May, Technology
Members at Large
Kim Broad, Pat Donica, Linda Foster-Smith
Gina Fought, Alexia Griffin, Linda Hasen
Christine Hightower, Georgianne Hewett
Tina Knoble, Eugenia Koog, Elizabeth McFarland
Barbara Ramsey, Jan Spence, Therese Verdonk

From the Grants Committee...
by Joanne Hoover, Grants Committee Chair
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n response to this year's member survey, the
grants committee determined there was a
need to establish a Grants Standing Committee to oversee the annual grant-cycle process. This committee will ensure leadership
succession and improve two key areas - keeping
our members informed and up-to-date during the
grants cycle (October through May) and educating
our local nonprofits on how to apply for a grant.
New Initiatives
• To inform members of the Grant Committee’s
progress, we plan to publish articles in our new
Newsletter and provide status updates on our
website.
• To educate and support potential grant applicants we will have an “Apply for a Grant” page on
our website (available October 1), and we will
continue our information sessions that explain
how to complete the Seeds of Strength Letter of
Intent, as well as the steps involved in the Grant
Application Process.
Our Team of Volunteers
The Grants Committee members had a busy
summer. Based on feedback from applicants and
responses to our survey, we revised the Letter of
Intent and developed a new Grant Application
that will make it easier for committee members to
evaluate grant requests.
Now, as we begin our new grant cycle, we are
looking for new members to join our team. Serving on the Grants Committee is a great way to
learn about the SoS grantmaking process and
about the nonprofit organizations in our community. Many members stay on the committee year
after year because they enjoy learning about all

Change is the name of the game as we
approach our tenth year of grantmaking
with our 2019-20 grant cycle. This article explains our new initiatives,
but also how you can be involved
in the process.
the good work happening in Georgetown. Below
are descriptions of the subcommittees, on which
volunteers may serve.
• The Grants Standing Committee oversees the
annual grant cycle process. Members will read and
evaluate applicants' LOIs and grant proposals,
conduct information sessions for local nonprofits,
and perform site visits.
• The Grant Readers Subcommittee reads and
scores grant proposals and submits comments.
• The Financial Subcommittee analyzes the
financial statements of all nonprofit organizations
submitting grant proposals.
Seeds of Strength's in-depth grantmaking practices are conducted with integrity, fiscal responsibility, respect and fairness to community organizations. We strive to be good stewards of our
members’ investment.
The 2019-20 grant cycle begins January 17, 2019.
If you are interested in volunteering or learning
more about our committee, please contact
Joanne Hoover, Grants Chair at
grants@seedsofstrength.org
Among the
2018-2019 grant
recipients was the
Boys & Girls Club of
Georgetown. They
received $20,000 to
support the costs of
the year-round
Mentoring Program.

event recap ::

Fall Membership Luncheon
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Since 2010, Seeds of Strength
has awarded 74 grants totaling
$1,146,000 to local nonprofit
organizations. These funds
were distributed within our
four target area, as shown on
the chart.
Our grants have impacted
39,547 of our Georgetown
neighbors, including 31,504
youths and 8,043 adults.
Ms and Culture
$55,500 (5%)

On September 27, 101 members and 29 guests came together to
welcome the new 2018-19 Seeds of Strength Board. Six new
members joined that afternoon! Guest speaker Monica Maldo
nado Williams, founder and editor of GivingCity Austin inspired
the group of philanthropic women to continue our efforts and
amplify the Seeds of Strength scope of giving.
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your contribution
can change a life

we welcome
your help

stay up-to-date on
SoS news

connect with
SoS online
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